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Comes in from the cold

.
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Former Nazi has gucecoﬂ" hng Bagi

For 20 years, the West's spy network in
Europe has been led by a faceless former
Nazi general. The man, last photographed
before World War I, is Reinhard Gehlen.
Next year he will retire, to a life of double
guards outside his door day and night.

Gehlen’s staff and their families live be-
hind a high electric fence in a forest near
Munich, in West Germany, The spy network
has some 5,000 agents, with almost $3 mil-
lion a year of his budget comlng from the
United States.

He joined the West just as the war in
Europe ended. With a pile of papers under
his arm, he knocked on the door of an

.American patrol post and said quietly, “'l am .

General Reinhard Gehlen.”
one cared. German generals were a dime a

:For a time, no

"t Jo=en. Gehlen persistently said he had docu--
- ments the Americans would be very mter-

ested in.

When lnte"lgence finally got to Gehlsn
they sat up in their chairs. He had a complet
rundown on the Rusmans--plans weaponi
and all.

He had gathered the lnformatlon for

_Hitler, and he told the Fuehrer that any

Germu.. nttacl\ on Russia would be a mlstake.

“free hand. He wanted a German staff, with

Hitler went his way-—to defeat—and Gehlen
went his-to the Amencans

Before he agreed to set up an lntelllgenoe '
network to serve the West, he demanded a™ -

money to come from the United States. He
has often been criticized for using too many °*
former SS men in his orgamzauon He says
the United States doesn’t mind.

_ The Gehlen organization now has come =
- under the control of the West German gov- |
ernment.  Former - Chancellor Konrad .
Adenauer was one of Gehlen s strongest .
supporters. 3

The mysterlous general probably played
as significant a role as anyone in convincing -
the US that Germany should be réarmed. He
has even influenced appomtments in the ]
West German army.,

If the Communists have a most hated
fist in- Europe, the general with the big
ears is probably number one. His intel-l

ligence network, free of the bureaucracy
that burdens tha CIA, has been extremely
effective. His enemies testtfy o that.

It is hard to imagine the retirement party.-
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